University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899
2-26-1887

Letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting an
estimate from the Secretary of the Interior of an appropriation for
the subsistence of the remainder of Sitting Bull's band of Indians
for the fiscal year 1888.

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
H.R. Exec. Doc. No. 197, 49th Cong., 2nd Sess. (1887)

This House Executive Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of
Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.

491'H CoHGI~Ess, } IIOUSE 011 HEPitESENTATIVES. { Ex. Doc.
2d Session.
No. 197.

SITTING BULL'S BAND.

LETTER
FROM

THE ACTING SECRETARY

0~

1

THE TREASURY,

TTIANSMITTING

An estimate from the Secretary of the Interior of an appropriation for the
subsistence of the remainder of Sitting Bull's band of Indians for the fiscal year 1888.
FEBRUARY

28, 1887.--Hefcrred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be
printed.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, February 2G, 1887.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of
Congress, copy of letter of the Secretary of the Interior of 25th instant,
and its inclosures, submitting an estimate of an appropriation in the
sum of $50,000, for the subsistence of the remainder of Sitting- Bull'.s
band of Sioux Indians now jn Canada, during the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1888, to be expended only after t.he said Indians snail return
to the United States and locate on the Great Sioux Heservation.
Respectfully, yours,
0. S. FAIRCHILD,
Acting Secretary.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DEPAR1'MENT OF THE INTERIOR,
lVashington, February 25, 1887.
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith for transmitb:tl to Congress, in accordance with the provisions of section 2 of the act of July
7, 1884 (23 Stat., 254), an item of appropriation presented, with accompanying correspondence by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in his
letter of 24th instant (copy herewith), recommending that the sum of
$50,000 be appropriated for the subsistence of the remainder ot' Sitting
Bull's band of Sioux Indians, now in Canada, during the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1888, with the proviso that none of the said fund shall
be expended until after the above-named Indians have returned to the
United States, and are located at one of the agencies on the Grea.t Sioux
Reservation.
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SITTING DULL'S B.AND.

The Commissioner recommcmlR that the ih•m in qn<>t.:;tion ma;.· be in.
serted in the deficiency bill now before Congress for action.
The matter bas the approval of this Department.
I have the honor to be, Yery respectfully,
H. L. MOI.JlJUO\V,
Acting Sr;cYetary.
Hon. SECRETARY OF TilE TREASURY.

DEP AR'l'l\1ENT OF 'J~IIE IN'l'ERIOR.,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

1Vashington, Febr11ary 24, 1887.
In tlle flct making appropriation for the current and contingent
expenses of the Indian service for the fiscal yeflr ClH1ing ,Juno 30, 1885,
approved July 4, 1884, (Stats. 23, page 87), an f!dditional snm of
$50,000 is appropriated under the head of "Fulfilling treaty with ~ioux
of different tribes, including Santee Sioux of Nebraska, to be expeuded
only on the condition that the remainder of Sitting Bull'~ band return
to the United States and unite with saic1 tribes." Tbese Indians did
not return during the fiscal year 1885, and the amount appropriated as
above went back into the Treasury.
This office is now in receipt of a letter from the Hon. Secretary of
State, dated the 2d instant, inclosing copy of a note from the British minister in relation to the return of the remainder of Sitting Bull's
band of Indians now in Canada, but as Congress bas uot renewed the
appropriation for the support of these Indians, uo action can be taken
in reference to this matter except to call the attention of Congress to
the subject. For t.hat purpose, I have the honor to iuclose herewith an
item of appropriation for $50,000 to be used for the subsistence and
civilization of Sitting Bull's band of Sioux now in Canada, and respectfully recommend that the. same be forwarded to ti1e Committees on
Appropriations of the House and Senate, with the request that it be incorporated in the deficiency bill now before Congress for action.
Very respectfully,
.T. D. C. ATKINS,
Oomntissioncr.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
SIR:

Item of appropriation to be incorporated into the dejiciency bill.
For this amount, or so much thereof as may be required to properly
feed, clothe, and take care of the remainder of Sitting Bnll's band of
Sioux Indians now in Canada, <luring the fiscal :year ending June 30,
1888, provided that none of this fund shall be expended until after the
above-named Indians have returned to the United States and are located at one of the agencies on the Great Sioux Reservation, $50,000.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington. February 2, 1887.
SrR: \Vith reference to your reply of the 11th of December, 1R85, to
the letter of this Department of the 2d of that month, iu relation to the
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subject of making an application to Congress for au appropriation to
defray the expense of ~·emoving the remainder of Sitting Dull's band.
from Canada to this country, I nmv have the honor to inclose herewith
for your information and consiueration a copy of a recent note to this
Department on the subject fro~ Sir Lionel West, her Britannic :Majesty's
minister at this capital.
With reference to the statement contained in your letter of December
11, 1885, above mentioned, to the effect that application would be made
to Congress for an appropriation for the expense of removing the Indians
in question, which statement was duly communicated to the British legation, I have the honor to request you to do me the favor to inform this
Department as to what action has been taken in reference to this subiect.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. F. BAYARD.
Hou. LUCIUS Q. C. LAMAR,

Secretary of the Interior.

WASHINGTON, January 9, 1887.
SIR: \Vith reference to your note of the 18th December, 1885, I have
the honor to inclose to you herewith extract from a report of a committee of the privy council of Canada on the subject of the renewal of the
appropriation by Congress of the vote for the removal from Canada to
the United States of the remainder of the Sioux Indians, and for their
settlement in the United States.
·
I have the honor to be, with highest consideration, sir, your obedient
servant~

L. S. SACKVILLE WEST.
Ron. THOMAS F. BAYARD,

Secretary of State.

EXTRACT OF A REPORT OF A COMMITTEE OF THE HONORABLE THE PRIVY COUNCIL
FOR CANADA.
DECEl\iBER 30, 1886.
The committee of the privy council have had before them a uispatch dated 19 December, 1885, from Her Majesty's minister at \Vashington, inclosing a note from the
Secretary of State of the United States, intimating that Congress would be asked
Juring the then next ensuing session to renew the appropriation, previously voted, for
the removal from Canada to the United States of the remainder of the Seton Sionx,
for their settlement in the Uniteu States.
The superintendent-general of Indian a:tl'aiTs, to whom t.he dispatch and inclosures
were referred, reports that his department has not received any further informatioll
!n regard to this matter, and he recommends that the Government of the United
States be reminded of the promise to ask Congress to make an appropriation for the
above purposes.

